-THE RISKS OF-

RAW MILK

The consumption of raw milk can pose
severe health risks to consumers,
possibly resulting in reduced trust in the
dairy industry and potentially impairing
the dairy farm business viability.

Cornell

CALS

College of Agriculture
and Life Sciences

KEY FOOD-BORNE

PATHOGENS

Estimated Annual No. Key Symptoms and

Cases!:2 Deaths!:2 Long-term Effects3

1,027,561 Salmonella spp., nontyphoidal | Vomiting, diarrhea, reactive arthritis
Neurological symptoms (Guillain-Barré
845,024" 76" Campylobacter spp. Syndrome), Irritable Bowel Syndrome,
arthritis, vomiting, diarrhea
175,905" Shiga tOXin-pl'OdllCillg E. coli Kidney failure, bloody diarrhea

* Estimates of domestically acquired food-borne illnesses and death based on the US population in 2006 are adjusted for under-diagnosis and underreporting.
** Data represent the total number of reported cases of acute and chronic Q-fever in 2019 in the US; therefore, the number of cases is likely underestimated.
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During a 19'year period,
there weres

7 3 reported outbreaks linked to
non-pasteurized products

10/ of outbreaks occurred in states where 1, 5771 total illnesses
O the sale of raw milk was legal*

‘

Hospitalization rates are 13 times

The risk of raw milk causing an higher for patients in outbreaks
outbreak is > 150X greater VS linked to raw milk than the rate

than the risk of pasteurized milk for people in outbreaks linked to
causing an outbreak.5 @ pasteurized milk.5

Numbers of illnesses attributed to raw milk consumption
are likely higher due to underreporting.

Economic Impact Study$

Connecticut | 2008

14 cases, 7 confirmed cases

: Estimated
' 5 hospitalized, 3 experienced total cost of a
CASE STUDY hemolytic uremic syndrome single E. coli
E. coli 0157:NM isolated VHATEALE
from raw milk produced on
1 farm $413,402
RISKS FORDAIRY . RISKS FOR
INDUSTRY FARMERS

Loss in the sales of dairy products Personal Consequences

Responsibility of illness or
Loss of export markets if food-borne potential death

disease cases or outbreaks are linked

to dairy products

Lawsuits
Loss of sales & demand

Lost confidence in dairy products
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