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Protecting, Maintaining and Improving the Health of All Minnesotans
Foodborne Illness Investigation Procedure
<<Date>>
To Whom It May Concern:
The Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) has undertaken an investigation into a potential outbreak of foodborne illness among individuals who ate at the << Restaurant>> in <<City>>, Minnesota on <<Date>>. Based on the past experience and expertise of MDH staff, this outbreak may represent an ongoing health threat that requires intervention. Accordingly, MDH would like to contact as soon as possible a sample of individuals who ate at this establishment. Information requested includes names and phone numbers of those who were at the restaurant. Data collected will be maintained as private, in accordance with the Minnesota Government Data Privacy Act. MDH has authority to undertake this investigation and collect private data under Minn. Stat. 144.05, subd. 1, 144.053, and Minn. Rules part 4605.7500.
For purposes of this investigation, the Commissioner of Health has authorized staff in the Infectious Disease Epidemiology, Prevention, and Control Division (IDEPC) of MDH to receive and utilize this data. In accordance with departmental practices policy, the private data collected will only be disseminated within MDH and local public health agencies on a need-to-know basis. In the event of subsequent legal actions, the private data will be protected from discovery under Minn. Stat. Section 144.658.
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. If you have any further questions, please give us a call at 651-201-5414.
Sincerely,
<<Name>>
Epidemiologist
Minnesota Department of Health
625 Robert St. N
St. Paul, MN 55155
www.health.state.mn.us

An equal opportunity employer.
2

image4.png
DEPARTMENI
OF HEALTH




